
THE CLAVERING INFORMATION BOX
The red telephone box designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott (1880-1960) 
became one of the iconic symbols of Britain. Scott's design of the K2 cast 
iron telephone kiosk won a Post Office sponsored competition in 1924, but 
was mostly used only in London. K2 telephone kiosks are now very rare as 
not many were made since it was too big and expensive. So the Post Office, 
once responsible for public telephone boxes in Britain, discontinued 
production of the K2 and in 1935 commissioned a new kiosk from Scott to 
celebrate the Jubilee of King George V. The K6 Jubilee Kiosk was similar to 
the K2, being made of cast iron and painted red but was 25% lighter in 
weight at around three quarters of a ton. By the end of the 1930s there 
were 20,000 K6 telephone boxes in use all over the UK. 

The phone box at Skeins Way, Clavering appears to be a K6 example and 
was originally erected on the green at The Bridges opposite Brooklands 
before the war. After the war it was moved to Skeins Way, nearer the then 
new estate. By the 1970s-80s, the classic red telephone boxes were 
showing their age, and in 1985 a newly-privatised BT removed many of the 
K6 boxes and sold them off. The replacement boxes were more vandal-proof 
but less attractive and had little design merit. Fortunately, however, about 
2,000 red telephone boxes were declared listed buildings and remain in 
place.

The other Clavering phone box near the Cricketers was listed and is still in 
use, but the one at Skeins Way was made redundant by BT and the phone 
apparatus removed. Neglected for years, it became rather scruffy with 
broken windows, rusty joints, peeling paint, faded signs. After BT decided to 

make a large number of such boxes redundant, they were offered for sale to parish councils for £1. In 
Clavering a small group of people persuaded the parish council to buy it and the arrangements were 
completed in 2010. 

During the following four years, however, nothing happened and in April 2014 the parish council began to 
think of disposing of it. The Local History Recorder felt it was an important part of local heritage and 
should be retained, and about 80 villagers joined a Clavering Facebook campaign to keep it. The Parish 
Council responded to this renewed interest by agreeing to consider restoring it, provided a use could be 
found and a group of villagers would look after it. The Clavering Phone Box Group was formed to this 
end. They cleaned up the Box and undertook to look after it. 

After considerable research, it was agreed to turn it into a dual-purpose community use – an Information 
Box and a Junior Book Exchange. After a presentation in June 2014, the Parish Council agreed to use 
easement monies (which are put aside for community projects) to pay for its restoration and refitting. 
The Phone Box Group also raised some money by holding a fund-raising history walk & strawberry tea in 
July, and several kind people gave donations to pay for the materials needed to furnish the new facility – 
folders, stationery, printing etc. 

The work of restoration was carried out by Arkesden builder, Mike Smith during August and September 
2014 using materials supplied by Unicorn Kiosks. This consisted of stripping it down, repainting in phone 
box red, fitting new glass, signs and finally internal fittings to hold the information folders, leaflets and 
children's books. The finishing touches were to re-gild the crowns and replace the lamp, so the box now 
casts a warm glow at night. By October the fitting was in place ready for the opening of the new facility 
on 20 November 2014. 

The Clavering Information Box & Junior Book Exchange is now in use providing a useful facility for 
Clavering in the years to come. Although it has lost its old purpose, this historic artefact can now provide 
a new kind of communication, a free, comprehensive information resource for the use of residents and 
visitors. For further information please email jacqueline.cooper@virgin.net 


